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In response to the Ethiopian Government’s aim to train 5,000 specialist MDs and PhDs 

and 10,000 Masters graduates by 2018, the Toronto Addis Ababa Academic Collaboration 

(TAAAC) was established to co-build capacity and sustainability in graduate programming 

at Addis Ababa University (AAU).  

 

Enhancing Library Sciences at the College of Health Sciences, AAU is essential to 

successfully support the expansion of graduate programming. The program for clinical 

medical librarians will build capacity in library literacy skills, including the accessing of up-

to-date information, with foundational knowledge and appraising the evolving literature in 

evidence-based medicine (EBM) and critical thinking skills to support medical faculty and 

trainees.  

 

Methods & Materials 

TAAAC – Library Science Program has embarked on a plan for a prolonged partnership 

between two university libraries with the specific intention of developing capacity and 

sustainability at AAU to support postgraduate programming. One innovation is that 

experienced UofT medical librarians travel annually to AAU to provide train-the-trainer 

workshops.  

 

Responding to the needs for onsite training from AAU, librarians and library assistants 

participate in workshops to upgrade clinical library skills and then pass this knowledge to 

others.  

 

Results 

The implementation of TAAAC-LSP has resulted in distance learning and the provision of 

printed materials and internet accessible resources. Access to the UofT libraries (Ptolemy) 

for AAU registered medical faculty facilitates access to the clinical decision support 



resources. UofT medical librarians will provide additional onsite training at AAU over a 

series of visits starting in 2011 to reinforce and sustain newly acquired medical library 

skills.  

 

Preliminary findings of the TAAAC-LSP through ongoing email clinical librarian support are 

being collected for analysis. This will help modify and direct course content for subsequent 

in-country training sessions.  

 

Discussion and Preliminary Conclusion 

Over 140 participants attended our first in-country series of training sessions conducted 

over a two week period. Medical Librarians at UofT have a valuable role in supporting and 

assisting the learning of Ethiopian librarians in medical library sciences, and they benefit 

from a wider understanding and experience of knowledge translation skills. Together 

instructors and participants work together to further develop a modern medical library 

system through which AAU health care students and professionals develop improved 

clinical decision making and optimized medicine trainings and practice at AAU, Ethiopia.  

 

3 months after our first in-country training session, the 16 librarians who attended our 

training, had themselves conducted over 140 additional training sessions.  

 

Currently, a Letter of Agreement is being developed between UofT Libraries and AAU 

Libraries. Additionally from 2012-2013, our UofT iSchool is preparing to visit AAU Libraries 

in order to cooperatively assess their Masters of Library Sciences with the intent of 

developing a Health Sciences/Health Informatics program. 


