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Advancing global and cultural understanding through innovative library practice – three 

Fulbright experiences 

 

By transforming an in-situ Arab Spring religious diversity experience into digital learning 

objects; introducing new library collaborations through a highly political-ethnically sensitive 

environment between Turkish and Greek Cypriot library communities; and developing 

strategic directions for library and cultural heritage institutions in South Africa, three New 

York City academic library leaders embrace Fulbright programs to advance access and 

applications of information in order to advance international learning .  

 

Queens College Associate Librarian for Public Services Michael J. Miller was awarded a 

Fulbright-Hays Seminar Abroad grant for the summer 2011 professional development 

program, Religious Diversity in the Maghreb. For six weeks he traveled throughout 

Morocco and Tunisia with 15 other academic professionals from diverse fields. The group 

attended lectures from scholars and leaders about religion, culture, and the politics of the 

region, highlighting both the historical and contemporary. Participants also took a brief 

Arabic language course, as well as visited religious and cultural institutions. Based on his 

experience in the Maghreb, Professor Miller developed digital learning objects accessible 

to learners from a broad spectrum of disciplines at Queens College, across CUNY, and 

beyond.  

 

SUNY Maritime College Library Director Constantia Constantinou was named a Fulbright 

Scholar in 2011 where she spent six months in Cyprus. Ms. Constantinou’s work brought 

the Greek-Cypriot and Turkish-Cypriot academic communities closer through overcoming 

ethnic and political conflicts. To achieve this, Ms. Constantinou lectured and trained 

librarians in information literacy, enabled membership of University of Cyprus into OCLC’s 

global bibliographic network, and promoted the role of the Cyprus National Library 

Consortium. Ms. Constantinou developed bi-communal programs for the Greek and 

Turkish Cypriot library communities to explore areas of mutual benefit, collaboration, and 

understanding. Further, she worked with the U.S. Department of State, enabling two 

librarians from the Turkish and Greek Cypriot university communities to travel to the United 



States to engage in further training and exposure to American library practices at SUNY, 

Cornell, and Columbia Universities.  

 

Lehman College Chief Librarian Kenneth Schlesinger served as a Fulbright Senior 

Specialist with the Steve Biko Centre in the Eastern Cape, South Africa, for six weeks in 

early 2011. He was tasked with drafting a three-year strategic plan for a proposed Library 

and Archive as an integral part of a cultural heritage center under construction. Professor 

Schlesinger addressed special literacy and digital divide challenges confronting this 

underserved region. He planned a dynamic and interactive space which talked to the 

planned museum, auditorium, conference center, and community garden which comprise 

the Centre.  

 

Fulbright Scholar Programs are sponsored by U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of 

Educational and Cultural Affairs, and are vital government international cultural exchange 

programs. 


